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that " every morning and evening, at the time of the milking,
the sacred fire is kindled on the okuruo, which (sacred fire)
the ondangere^ the chiefs eldest unmarried daughter, keeps
perpetually glowing in his hut (pontofc) ".x Thus it appears
that the sacred fire, tended by the chiefs eldest unmarried
daughter, is kept perpetually aglow in the hut of his principal
wife, from which a brand is brought out morning and evening
to kindle a holy flame on the ash-heap (pkuruo] when the
cattle are being milked ; for the fresh milk must be con-
secrated by the chief at the sacred fire before it can be used
for common purposes.2
But, while in a Damara or Herero kraal the chiefs fire,
maintained perpetually in the hut of his principal wife, is
always the most sacred, it is not the only holy fire, in the
village, as appears from the following account: " It will be
of interest, to students of native customs, to add here that
a missionary from one of the most northern stations in
Damaraland informs us that there is more 'than one holy fire
(pkuruo} to be met with in an Ovaherero village. That one
which is the most highly thought of belongs to the omu-
rangere^ or priest of the village ; and to this fire are his own
children, as well as certain members of his own family,
taken to be there named by himself. Each head of a family
(that is to say here of a household), however, possesses an
okuruo of his own ; considered to be inferior in importance
to that of the priest; and here it is that the children, with
the exception of those already mentioned above, receive
their names, from the respective fathers, each at his own
okuruo." 3 In this account the native word omurangere is
explained as " priest of the village ", but it is employed by
another good authority on the Herero in the sense of " chief
of the village ".4 However, there is no inconsistency, for
the Herero chief is at the same time the priest of the village,
and his eldest unmarried daughter is the priestess of his
sacred fire. But the account which I have just quoted is of
interest as showing that in a Herero village every head of a
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